RICHELIEU AND EUROPE
of the operations, all of which were always to be referred
to the King of France. His pay was important: four
million livres per annum (eighty million francs) for as
long as the war lasted, then, when hostilities ceased, an
annual income of 1,500,000 livres (thirty million francs)
and the tide of Landgrave of Alsace. This was dear, but
this body of 18,000 soldiers might become a decisive factor
in future operations.
It was equally necessary for the French to protect
themselves in the south. True, they held the passages of
the Orisons and Susa; but this was not sufficient in such
an important war, if they could not count also on the Italian
princes: France could not risk being taken on the flank.
The negotiations were long and difficult, and Believre,
Richelieu's plenipotentiary, had to employ all the resources
of a persuasive talent: he had to bid against partners who
knew how to deal. He eventually reached a satisfactory
solution with them by dint of promises for the future; and
thus was concluded at Rivoli, in July 1635, an offensive
league against Spain: it comprised the Dukes of Savoy,
Modena, Parma and Mantua. The veteran Rohan, who
had little intelligence, but who knew how to handle
troops by his courage and pertinacity, was sent to Valtellina
with 12,000 men. Thus, the Spanish troops of the Duchy of
Milan, all the passages being blocked, and finding them-
selves confronted by a menacing league, were henceforth
rendered immobile, deprived of all connection with
Austria and with their garrisons in the United Provinces
as well.
A new agreement, between France and Holland, was
established a little later. It constituted a defensive alliance,
which had for its object the expulsion of the Spaniards
from the Netherlands.
239